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influence there for moderation and against the
admission of slavery. In his declining years he
continued his interest in the colony he had in so
large a measure founded. Indeed it is upon this
accomplishment that his chief claim to fame
rests. As a soldier he was brave and resource-
ful, but he was neither a great strategist nor an
eminent military engineer. Washington aptly
characterized him as possessed of a strong mind,
discreet and firm, with nothing "conspicuous"
in his character (The Writings of George Wash-
ington, XII, 1891, ed. by W. C. Ford, p. 510).
In person he was almost six feet tall, with a
sturdy figure and a face that had strong lines,
clearcut features, and a peculiar oblique expres-
sion that was due to an injury to an eye in child-
hood. The Memoirs of Rufus Putnam, with
much of his official correspondence were edited
by Rowena Buell and published in 1903.

[Buell, ante; S. P. Hildreth, Biog. and Hist. Memoirs
of. . . Ohio (1852) ; The Records of the Original Pro-
ceedings of the Ohio Company (2 vols., 1917) and Ohio
in the Time of the Confederation (1918), ed. by A. B.
Hulbert; Eben Putnam, The Putnam Lineage (1907).]
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PUTNAM, RUTH (July 18, i8s6-Feb. 12,
1931), author, daughter of George Palmer Put-
nam [q.v.~\ and Victorine (Haven) Putnam, was
born in Yonkers, N. Y., but spent her early years
in Morrisania, to which place the family re-
moved in 1857. Her home surroundings of-
fered unusual stimulus to mind and character,
for her father was the founder of the publish-
ing house which bears his name; her eldest
brother was George Haven Putnam [g.v.], who
was to succeed his father as head of the firm;
and her eldest sister, Mary Corinna Putnam
Jacobi [q.v.~\, a pioneer in the medical education
of women. The influence of her early environ-
ment is well described in her Life and Letters
of Mary Putnam Jacobi (1923).

Ruth Putnam was graduated in 1878 from
Cornell University, of which institution she
served as alumni trustee from 1899 to 1909. In
her undergraduate days her choice of studies in-
dicated a strong interest in language and litera-
ture, especially Latin and Italian. The same in-
terest was shown in her first publication, the
Pearl Series (1886), six volumes of poetical se-
lections. She also collaborated with Alfred J.
Church in an historical novel entitled The Count
of the Saxon Shore (1887). Soon, however, her
interest became concentrated on the history of
the Dutch, partly as settlers of New York. She
was one of the joint editors of Historic New
York (1897-99), and contributed to the collec-
tion a paper on Annetje Jans' Farm. The par-
ticular problem of Dutch history to which she
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first addressed herself was the life of William
the Silent. When, in 1890, Putnam's announced
the Heroes of the Nations Series, Ruth Putnam's
name appeared as prospective author of a volume
on William of Orange. This did not appear,
however, until 1911, when it was published un-
der the title, William the Silent, Prince of
Orange, and the Revolt of the Netherlands. In
the meantime she published William the Silent,
Prince of Orange: the Moderate Man of the Six-
teenth Century (2 vols., 1895). It was some-
thing of a venture to walk in the footsteps of
Motley, but her equipment was equal to the un-
dertaking. She examined the documents in the
British Museum, the Royal libraries at The
Hague and at Brussels, and in various local
archives in the Netherlands. Because of her
abilities as an investigator and a writer she soon
came to be regarded as the principal American
scholar interested in Netherlands studies. Her
next work in the field was A Mediaval Princess;
.,. Jacqueline, Countess of Holland (1904). Its
purpose was to show how the Burgundian pow-
er in the Netherlands was built up. A second
contribution to this phase of European history
was a biography in the Heroes Series of Charles
the Bold (1908). This was based upon material
much of which had become available since the
volumes of John Foster Kirk {.q.v.~\ were pub-
lished. Miss Putnam's historical interests were
also characterized by a literary sense of what the
reading public desired to know. When the World
War broke out she wrote a small volume en-
titled Alsace and Lorraine from Ccesar to Kaiser
(1915). In 1918 appeared her companion vol-
ume on Luxemburg and Her Neighbors, written
when the fate of the duchy was still uncertain.
One of her most practical contributions to the
knowledge of the Netherlands in the United
States was her part in the translation and adap-
tation of P. J. Blok's general history of the
Netherlands. She reduced the amount of politi-
cal detail, especially in the early volumes, in
order that cultural history might receive greater
emphasis. During the last six years of her life
she resided in Geneva, Switzerland, where she
died. She was an honorary member of the
Maatschappij van Nederlandsche Letterkunde
at Leyden and of the Institut G. D. de Luxem-
bourg. King Albert of Belgium decorated her
with the Order of the Crown.

[Information from members of the family; records
of G. P. Putnam's Sons; records of Cornell Univer-
sity; Who's Who in America, igaa-ag.] H.E.B.

PUTNAM, WILLIAM LE BARON (May
26, i835-Feb. 5, 1918), diplomat, jurist, soa of
Dr. Israel and Sarah Emery (Frost) Putnam,
and a descendant of John Putnam who settled
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